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chitect by naike llayanan. He wanted to outshine Visvakarma,
the divine architect who built pararna padam. Mayanan ap-
praoched Brahma and wanted to be enlightened on the means
for attaining exeflence. Brahma then told him that Visvakarma
had a lot of punya and consequentially had the full blessings
of Lord Narayana. Hence it was that Tirupparkadal where
Vaikuntanatha was staying was built by Visvakarma. He ad-
vised Mayanan to do severe penance and to seek the blessing
of Perumal Himself if he wanted to equal Visvakarama, the di-
vine architect Accordingly, Mayanan went to the banks of the
Kaveri. Finally, he reached Bhaskara kshetram. Markandeya
rishi was immersed in deep penance at that place. He found
that the place was full of beautiful groves and filled with flowers.
He started his penance there. In course of time, God appeared
before him and asked him to choose his boon. The asura then
said that the place was so beautiful and that when Perumal ap-
peared before him, he felt that the place was almost like Chitra
kutam. He prayed to God to give him dharshan in the same
form in which he was seen in the beautiful Chitra kutam. God
conceded his wish. Perumal therefore appeared before Mayanan
as Kolavil Raman. Mayanan built a huge temple for the Peru-
mal here. He also constructed the Pushkalavarthaga vimanam
i.e. gopuram on the top of the sanctum sanctorum and prayed
to Perumal to continue to stay there and give dharshan to the
numerous devotees. Hence it is that the moolavar in this divya
desam is known as Kola Vil Raman. In addition, the utsavar
is known as Srungara Sundarar as it represents the beautiful
young king Rama who was banished into the forest
The Garudalwar in this place holds in his hand shanku and
chakreu It is said that when Perumal was rushing in response
to the sincere prayers of Mayanan with his entire entourage of
the divine consort as well as Garuda and other devas, Mayanan
prayed to God to give him dharshan as Kola Vil Raman. Perumal
is therefore believed to have handed over His conch and the
disc to Garuda to hold for a while till he enabled Mayanan to
see Him as Kola Vil Raman. Thus, it is that Garudalwar even
today is seen holding the Sankhu and the Chakra, the weapons
of Perumal as the moolavar here is giving dhar^hfrn to all only
as Kola Vfl Raman.